
American Democracy
Government Observations Assignment 

Semester: Fall 2008-09
Teacher: Mr. Bisson

standards: 12.3.2    12.7.1    12.7.4

Your  task  is  to  observe  two different governmental  meetings  and  to  write  a 
summary of each using the attached forms. You may attend a Carpinteria City Council 
meeting, a Carpinteria Unified School District Board meeting or a Santa Barbara County 
Courts trial. Each observation is worth 110 points. Two observations are required but you 
may complete a third for extra credit. 

You  will  need  to  plan  your  observation  dates  ahead  of  time  and  arrange 
transportation. If you attend a court session plan to do it at a time when you have no 
school  obligation.  No credit  will  be given if  you  miss  school  to  do this  assignment. 
Written summaries for your observations may be turned in at any time on or before the 
final deadline of Tuesday 20 January 2009. 

Carpinteria City Council normally meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 
5:30pm in the City Hall. Expect to stay two hours. Call 684-5405 to verify times and 
dates of meetings. 

Carpinteria Unified School District Board meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each 
month at 5:30pm. Expect to stay 2 hours at the District Office located at 1400 Linden 
Avenue (unless otherwise specified).

Santa Barbara County Courts normally conduct hearings Monday thru Thursday at the 
County Court  House in Santa Barbara beginning about  9am with a long lunch break 
followed  by  an  afternoon  session.  You  may  attend  court  proceedings  in  civil  court, 
criminal court, small claims court or traffic court. You should observe for two hours. You 
may stay in one court room the entire time or move from one court to another. Call 568-
2220 or 568-3140 to confirm that courts will be meeting on a specific date and time.

If  you have trouble with arrangements,  transportation,  or anything else involving this 
assignment, speak to your teacher  as soon as you become aware of the problem or any 
questions  arise.  There  are  other  public  meetings  (such  as  the  Planning  Commission, 
Architectural Board of Review, etc.) that can be substituted if necessary. Give yourself 
time to set up alternative assignments or you will lose the points!



CHS American Democracy Meeting Observation Form
Student Name: 
Signature of public official or other adult present at the 
meeting:
Circle one: Is this your first, second or third observation?

What sort of meeting did you attend ?

Date of observation ?

What other students attended this meeting ?

What elected officials were present  ?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
 
 What speakers addressed the meeting ?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What agenda items were dealt with during the meeting ?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Take notes of your general impression of the meeting and the participants on the other 
side of this paper. Include your opinions about the ideas expressed, whether the 
proceedings made sense to you, whose ideas you agreed with, which participants seemed 
reasonable and which did not, etc. Then, use your notes to write a   word processed   
summary of the meeting. Use acceptable English conventions. Turn in both notes and 
type written summary  .  





CHS American Democracy Meeting Observation Form
Student Name: 
Signature of public official or other adult present at the 
meeting:
Circle one: Is this your first, second or third observation?

What court or courts did you observe ? (name and number of court)

Date of observation:

What other students attended this hearing?

Who was the presiding judge ?

Who were the attorneys ? 

Who was the defendant ?

As you understand from observing, describe the charges or disputes involved in the 
hearings you observed:

Take notes of your general impression of the meeting and the participants on the other 
side of this paper. Include your opinions about the ideas expressed, whether the 
proceedings made sense to you, whose ideas you agreed with, which participants seemed 
reasonable and which did not, etc. Then, use your notes to write a   word processed   
summary of the meeting. Use acceptable English conventions. Turn in both notes and 
type written summary  .  
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